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LETTERS 
Masters of the U-2 


In The Post of Nov. 30 there is an ar- 
ticle by your Bernard Nossiter, under 


an Oslo dateline, about the Russian. 


submarine excursion into the Norwe- 
fian cjord. On paze Aid, column 7, 
there is this paragraph: 

“Tf an exercise had been scheduled 
for Novemher in the Sognefjord, the 
explanation runs, the Sovict military 
would have been insensitive to the po- 
litical authorities. Tn this view, the Sa. 
viet military was not trying to sabo- 
tage Helsinki, any more than the Pcn- 
tagon masters of the U-2 were out to 
undermine the summit 12 years ago. 
The Soviet military machine, itis sug: 
gested, may have simply been pursil- 
ing business as usual,” 

Mr. Nossiter has his facts wrong. 
‘Perhaps he should consult your re. 
cently retired Chalmers M. Raberts, 
who could tell him the Pentagon held 

; no “masters of the U-2.” In his book, 
Ys “The Nuclear Years” (Praeger, 

_Mr. Roberts discusses the matter, 

_ Starting on page 43. He makes it clear 

the U-2 flights were ordered by Presi- 
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the Central Intelligence Ageney, They 
also were carried out by a contractor 
(Lockheed) who was paid by CIA, 
Another authority who might pers 
suade Mr. Nossiter is Arthur M. Schle 
singer Jr. 
(Houghton. Mifflin, 1965). Mr. Schles 
singer writes on page 241 of how Richs 
ard Bissell, CIA's deputy director for. 
operations, “conceived and fought 
through the plan of U-2 flights over 


the Soviet Union.” é 


Cicarly, Mr. Nossiter’s comment. {3 
not based on fact. The Defense Depart. 
Ment used some of the information Ob« 
teined by the U-2 and Defense Secres 
tary Thomas Gates said so. But to dew’ 
clare, as Mr, Nossiter did, that 
“Pentagon masters of the U2" insti 
gated or carried out the flights is ine 


correct, 
CLAUDE WITZE. 
Washington, 
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